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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/02/2006 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. In response to applicants' argument (page 9, 4* paragraph) that Figure 1 in 
Young does not suggest displaying information about added programs, applicants 
should first note that the Examiner referred to paragraphs [0108], [01 1 1] and [01 12], 
which discuss Figure 20 and Figure 1, to meet said limitation. Paragraphs [0108], 
[0111], [0112] and Figure 20 In Young disclose that said programming guide is 
customizable by allowing a user to add desired channels (which carry desired programs 
for display) and 120 in figure 20 displays information about said added programs. 
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4. In response to applicants' argument (page 9, 4^^ paragraph) that Young does not 
disclose displaying information about added (recorded) programs and scheduled 
programs while arranged in a guide screen at locations corresponding to respective 
time slots along a same time axis, applicants should note that Young explicitly discloses 
displaying information about scheduled programs (said programs cell will be outlined or 
highlighted in red— [0043], [0046] and [0067]). Furthermore, Young discloses that a 
recorded program will be displayed with a solid red background ([0045]) i.e., information 
about added (recorded) programs. Although the drawings do not show both features, 
Young clearly teaches that both features shows how the first feature appears on the 
programming guide, 

5. In response to applicants' argument (page 11,1®* and 2"^ paragraphs) that 
Entwistle does not disclose displaying a first break mark at a first end of the first 
program, applicants should refer to the FILM and MUSIC programs oh channels 1 and 2 
respectively. Figures 4 and 5 show that although the second progranri (MUSIC) starts a 
few minutes after 9 on Ch3, the first program (FILM) is still running at that particular 
moment and a first break mark at a first end of the first program is shown in figure 5 on 
Ch2 to indicate that the first program (FILM) overlaps a first portion ofithe second 
program (MUSIC). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. § 103 



6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. § 103(a), which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1 - 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Young (20050044567) in view of Entwistle (EP 1028589). 



Considering claims 1 and 1 1 , Young discloses: A program guiding method and 
corresponding apparatus comprising: a program adding device for adding desired 
programs ([0108], [0111] and [0112]); 

a program scheduling device for scheduling programs to be received ([0043], 
[0046], [0067]); and 

a display device for displaying information about said added programs that are 
favorite ones for a user (favorite MY channels as shown in figure 20 [0108], [01 11] 
and [01 12] and programs that were desired and recorded by the user - discussed in 
paragraph [0043] but not shown in the drawings) and information about said scheduled 
programs to be viewed or recorded for the user ([0043], [0049] and [0079]) while 
arranged in a single two-dimensional program guide screen at locations corresponding 
to respective time slots along a same time axis (fig. 1 [0043], [0045] and [0063]). 
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Young fails to specifically teach wherein a first program of saidjadded programs 
and said scheduled programs has a higher priority than a second program of said 
added programs and said scheduled programs, and wherein, when the first program 
contends in a same time slot of the second program, said display device displays a first 
break mark at a first end of the first program to indicate that the first program overlaps a 
first portion of the second program. 



In an analogous art, Entwistle discloses wherein a first program (film continues, 
fig. 5) of said added programs and said scheduled programs has a higher priority (film is 
a higher priority because is viewed even though the music program has started) than a 
second program (music, fig. 5) of said added programs and said scheduled programs 
[0015] and wherein, when the first program contends in a same time slot of the second 
program (the film program continues into music time slot), said display device displays a 
first break mark at a first end of the first program (the first part of the slant at the end of 
film continues) to indicate that the first program overlaps a first portion of the second 
program ([0015]; [0005-0006]; [0009]; [0012-0013]). 



It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Young's system to teach wherein a first program of said 
added programs and said scheduled programs has a higher priority than a second 
program of said added programs and said scheduled programs, and wherein, when the 
first program contends in a same time slot of the second program, said display device 
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display a first break mark at a first end of the first program to indicate that the first 
program overlaps a first portion of the second program, as taught by Entwistle, so as to 
illustrate to the viewer the extent of delay and overlap of programming times. 

As to claim 2, it is met by the combination of Young and Entwistle. In particular, 
Young discloses: said program scheduling device schedules programs selected from 
said programs added by said program adding device {[0108]; [01 1 1]; [01 12]). 

With regards to claim 3, it is met by the combination of Young and Entwistle. In 
particular, Young discloses: said two-dimensional program guide screen includes a first 
area for displaying said information about said added programs and a second area for 
displaying said information about said scheduled programs, said first and second areas 
being displayed while distinguished from each other ([0062]; [0063]; [0108]; [0113]). 

Regarding claim 4, it is met by the combination of Young and Entwistle. In 
particular, Young discloses: each of said program adding device and said program 
scheduling device allows a plurality of programs to be added, said plurality of programs 
contending in whole or part of a time slot; and even if a plurality of said added programs 
or said scheduled programs contend in whole or part of said time slot, said display 
device displays information about each of said contending programs in said two- 
dimensional program guide screen in a visually recognizable manner ( fig. 1 [0108]). 
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Considering claim 5, it is met by the combination of Young andiEntwistle. In 
particular, Young discloses: said two-dimensional program guide screen includes areas 
corresponding to entry types, and displays said information about said added programs 
in a corresponding one of said areas ([0046]; [0043]; [0067]). 



As to claim 6, it is met by the combination of Young and Entwistle. In particular, 
Young discloses: each of said entry types is dedicated to a different user (each different 
user can record a different program [0046]; [0043]; [0067]). 

With regards to claim 7, it is met by the combination of Young and Entwistle. In 
particular, Young discloses: said information about said programs displayed while 
arranged in said two-dimensional program guide screen is moved in a visually 
recognizable manner to change said added programs to said scheduled programs and 
said scheduled programs to said added programs [01 11]. 



Regarding claim 8, it is met by the combination of Young and Entwistle. In 
particular, Young discloses: if said information about said added programs contends 
with said information about said scheduled programs in whole or part of a time slot, said 
information about said added programs and said information about said scheduled 
programs, which are displayed while arranged in said two-dimensional program guide 
screen, are exchanged in a visually recognizable manner to change said added 
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programs to said scheduled programs and said scheduled programs to said added 
programs ([0111]; [0112]). 

Considering claim 9, it is met by the combination of Young and! Entwistle. In 
particular, Young discloses: if said information about said added programs contends 
with said information about said scheduled programs in whole or part of a time slot, said 
information about said added programs is combined with said information about said 
scheduled programs, both of which are displayed while arranged in said two- 
dimensional program guide screen, in a visually recognizable manner to change said 
added programs to said scheduled programs (fig. 1 [0063]). 

As to claim 10, it is met by the combination of Young and Entwistle. In particular, 
Young discloses: said programs are added via a two-dimensional program guide 
including a time axis and a channel axis for displaying a plurality items of program 
information (fig. 1). 



With regards to claim 12, it is met by the combination of Young and Entwistle. In 
particular, Entwistle discloses: said added programs and said schedule programs 
comprise a first favorite program ('favorite' is defined as 'One that enjoys special favor 
or regard'; the film continues program enjoys special regard over programs such as 
sports since the user has chosen to view film continues, fig. 5) and a second favorite 
program (music is a second favorite program since it is chosen to be viewed over other 



Application/Control Number: 09/963,416 
Art Unit: 2623 



Page 9 



programs, fig. 5), wherein the first favorite program and the second favorite program 
contend in the same time slot (film continues and music overlap in the time slot, fig. 5), 
and wherein said display device displays the first favorite program and the second 
favorite program in a single row (fig. 5, top row) and displays slants (diagonal running 
through 9:00) that inform a user that the first favorite program contents with the second 
favorite program ([0015]; [0005-0006]; [0009]; [0012-0013]). 



Regarding claims 13 and 16, they are met by the combination of Young and 
Entwistle. In particular, Entwistle discloses: The first end of the first program comprises 
a beginning of the first program (film continues, fig. 5), wherein the first portion of the 
second program is transmitted after the beginning of the first program; (music 
transmitted after film continues, fig. 5), and wherein the first break mark (diagonal 
running through 9:00, fig. 5) indicates that the first program overlaps the first portion of 
the second program that is transmitted after the beginning of the first program ([0015]; 
[0005-0006]; [0009]; [0012-0013]). 



Considering claims 14 and 17, they are met by the combination of Young and 
Entwistle. In particular, Entwistle discloses: the first end of the first program comprises 
an ending of the first program (film continues, fig. 5), wherein the first portion of the 
second program is transmitted before the ending of the first program (music transmitted 
before film ends), and wherein the first break mark indicates that the first program 
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overlaps the first portion of the second program that is transmitted before the ending of 
the first program ([0015]; [0005-0006]; [0009]; [0012-0013]). 

As to claims 15 and 18, they are met by the combination of Young and Entwistle. 
In particular, Entwistle discloses: said display device display a second break mark at an 
ending of the first program (tail end of diagonal of film continues program) to indicate 
that the first program overlaps a second portion of the second program (tail end of film 
continues overlaps music program), wherein the second portion of the second program 
is transmitted before the ending of the first program (second portion of music 
transmitted before end of film continues), and wherein the second break mark indicates 
that the first program overlaps the second portion of the second program that is 
transmitted before the ending of the first program ([0015]; [0005-0006]; [0009]; [0012- 
0013]). 

With regards to claims 19 and 20, they are met by the combination of Young and 
Entwistle. In particular, Entwistle discloses that said display device displays the first 
break mark at the first end of the first program without adjusting a viewing time at which 
the time slot of the second program indicates that the second program is to be viewed 
(Entwistle — figures 4 and 5 show that the viewing time of the second program is not 
adjusted - [0015]; [0005-0006]; [0009]; [0012-0013]). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Harun M. Yimam whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7260. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 571-272-7294. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Priyate PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



HMY 



SCOTT E. BELIVEAU : 
PRIMARY RflTENT EXAMINER 



